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ANOTHER DEFAULTER. ::::
THE TREASURER AND TOWN CLERK OF METHURN | (]

ABSCONDS : A LETTER TO HIS WIFE CONFESSES | oo
THAT HEk IS A DEFAULTER: OVER TWELVE | Man|
THOUSAND DOLLAKS STOL THE RASCAL | pro;
SAYS HE IS OFF FOR CANAD. J
LAWRENCE, MASS., MARCH 2—The hitherto quiet
town of Meihuen is fast gaining motority. Now, | *P°

Charles . Whittier, the Town Clerk and Treasurer, | 52
furmshes the excitement, as developments made to- | °F |
day prove him a defaulter to the amount of at least :"’;’

812,000, Thursday be left town, ostensibly on a visit
to his mother, living in Boston, informing bis family
that he would return Friday. Not arriving last even-
ing the family were disturbed, but being a man ap-
parently sbove suspicion no alarm was folt by the | Bo3
town officers, To-day a letter was received from him | abld
by us wife, dated Boston, March 2, in which he | had
stated that a year ago he found his accounts with the
town $2500 short, but boped during the year to sup- | Fie
ply the deficiency so as not to make it public. This | a1l )
deficicncy, the letter stated, increased durmg the
year to $5000. Fearing detection and arrest he fled | spel
and inlended to go to Camada. He expressed | mei
great sorrow for the act, and said he could
not rewain, being a disgrace to bis family. | sirc
e letter was immediately shown to the Selectmen | TCCq
by bis wife, who thereupon instituted an vestigu- [ 37
tion, wnen the fact was revealed of a discrepancy m | moy
the accounts of over $12,000. The books were exam- | {hi
ined by the Auditor of the town two weeks since | §
and found to be apparently straight. 1t 15 known | mad
That on February Ist there were over $11,000 to the | thig
credit of the town. Since then the taxes pud swelled
this amount to over #12,000. Whittier deposited the | 74
funds ot the town with the New England Trust Com- | N1t
pany of Boston, doing business with that company | of sl
through the Methuen National Bank. The Selectmen | had|
scertained to-day that on Thursday Whittier drew
£700 of the money of the town trom the New Eng- | kud
Jand Trust Company, also 3300 from the Methuen | 10¢
Natiopal Bank, which wasall the money found to the | TLH
credit of (he town deposited in both institutions. | |
Evidently he has been appropriating the funds of the | 4y
town for the past two years. Jiis whereabouts are | alr
as yet unknown, though it is generally belicved that | Chd
he has sbaped his course towards Cavada. | ye
It is known that on his departure, Thursday, | und
he hadbut little money besides the 21200 taken | the]
from the Trust Company and the Methuen | oo
Bank. Whittier is 45 years of age, has a wife, | the
andason 18 years of age. He has been Town | TES|
Treasurer and Clerk siuce the Fall of 1575, when Lo | o
was appointed o 811 the vacancy caused by the |
death of Charles Petham. He was generally respected
and held m bigh esteem by bis fellow-citizens of both
parties, and was a prominent politician and leader
of the Butler elcment, in the town. He was renomi-
nated by the Republicans Tuesday evening last, and
an effort was also made to sccure his nomination by
the Demoeratic caueus Friday evening, but without
success. It is believed that a fear lest he should be
defeated at the town meeting Monday, by the anti-
Butler clement party, hastened his departure from
the town. What he did with the money stolen
cannot be conjcetured. Ho was a clear-headed busi-
Dess man, aud it is not believed that the money was
used in speculation. He did mot live be-
yond his memms, but was frugal and in-
dustrious.  Mcthuen citizens are at loss
to understand to what purpose the money had been
devoted. He owned no property in his own name,
it having been assigned to his wife about a year ago.
When agsuming the oflice of Treasurer he furmshed
bonds in $25,000, Daniel W. Temmey, J. 0.
Parker, Leonard Wheeler and Isaac Lancy, four
of the most substantini men of the town, be-
coming his bondsmen. Whittier was with But-
ler at New Orleans during the war, and after-
wards was at Chorleston, S, C., and later in
Chicago m_business, and was burned out in the
t fire. Methuen was his native place, and he re-
turned there abont six years sgo. He was an attend-
antat the Covgregational Church. The affair will
have a serious effect on the town meeting, which oc-
cars on Monday, and quite likely the somewhat lib-
eral appropriations proposed will be materially re-
duced. The Sclecimen to-day borrowed sufiicient
money to meet the demands of the School Depart-
ment. Winttier was icentified prominently 1 the
Tecent fight over the Postmasterstip of Methuen in
the Butler intercst. During the contest he frequent-
Iy remarked that the town was fast acquiring his-
tory.
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